
 

a n  a m e r i c a n  h e r o

At the height of the Cold War between the United States and the 
Soviet Union, John Glenn launched into space and landed as the 
first American to orbit the Earth. The year was 1962. The Berlin Wall 
had just been erected and the prior year saw two Russian 
cosmonauts successfully orbit the Earth, propelling the Russians to 
the head of the Space Race. Americans needed a patriotic boost, 
and NASA's success did just that, with Glenn as the icon of a 
renewed American pride. 

Perhaps John Glenn will always be remembered as the hero in a 
space suit, but his historic orbit wasn't the first time he served his 
country well, and it certainly wasn't the last. Long before his fame as 
an astronaut, John had a strong sense of pride for his country and 
his duty to serve it, and this attitude and sense of honor and 
integrity has remained with Glenn throughout his life, from his love 
of flying, to a decorated military career, and then on to NASA and 
the US Senate. 

Kathy Crockett, www.myhero.com,  31st january 2013
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1. Introduce the documents. 

2. Who is John Glenn 
3. What did he do? 

4. Is he a hero? Explain using all the documents.

«(A) hero...is somebody who is 
so preeminent in his or her field 
that it benefits other people and 
our country. These heroes have 

dedicated themselves to 
something that is very important 

to everybody and their own 
affairs have become 

secondary.»   -  John Glenn
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